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1) Intellectual Merit 

 Co-teaching, commonly regarded as collaborative teaching between special education 

and general education teachers in a shared classroom space, has become highly recommended in 

the field of Education for supporting inclusive practices and the full integration of children with 

disabilities in general education settings (Friend & Cook, 2009). In the state of New Jersey, co-

teaching occurs in the context of in-class instruction for children with disabilities within 

integrated settings. That is, rather than pulling out students with disabilities for instruction in 

self-contained resource rooms, students may remain in the general education classroom setting, 

receiving joint instruction by general education and special education teachers for one or more 

content areas. The extant literature supports pre-service training of special education teachers on 

co-teaching strategies, however, very little is known about the effectiveness of such training or 

the actual experiences of educators in collaborative teaching situations. The proposed MUSE 

project is aimed at analyzing data from a pilot study of recent graduates from The College of 

New Jersey’s Special Education graduate programs, which will be applied to the creation a 

questionnaire that could be administered widely to a larger pool of participants in the Fall of 

2010. The research objectives of this pilot study are:  

1. To gain descriptive information about the co-teaching experiences of special education 

teachers in New Jersey. 

2. To assess which aspects of pre-service training at TCNJ on collaborative teaching are 

rated as helpful for graduates in subsequent professional practice.   

3. To apply this knowledge to develop questionnaire on co-teaching experiences in New 

Jersey that could be administered widely to special education teachers in the Fall of 2010. 

4. To develop a research proposal for future study on collaborative teaching from 

prospective of general education teachers. 

This study will use quantitative and qualitative research methodologies. In the Spring of 

2010, we will recruit approximately 15 recent graduates from TCNJ’s graduate program in 

Special Education to participate in this pilot study. Participants will be asked to complete a 

working draft of our questionnaire on collaborative teaching. We will then conduct focus groups 

with pilot study participants to gather data on participant reactions to specific survey questions, 

additional areas of importance not covered by the survey, as well as more qualitative information 

on the perceived challenges and successes in collaborative teaching experiences for these recent 

graduates. The MUSE project will focus on the analysis of focus group data and pilot survey 

data, as well as the development of a more valid questionnaire to be used in the subsequent larger 

study. The final goal of this MUSE project will be to extend this study of collaborative teaching 

to include the prospective of general education teachers. This will require an extensive review of 

the literature, as well as preliminary interviews with general education teachers to explore their 

pr-eservice training on collaborative teaching, as well as their current co-teaching experiences.  

This MUSE project is of great importance to the field of Education and will produce multiple 

scholarly outcomes. It is vital that practicing teachers, teacher educators, school administrators, 

and policy makers understand the lived experiences of special education and general education 

teachers working collaboratively in inclusive settings. This knowledge will enhance pre-service 

and in-service training opportunities available to educators. This project will yield the following 

scholarly products:  

1. Presentation at the 2010 conference for the New Jersey Council for Exceptional Children 

(NJCEC), the main professional development event for special educators in New Jersey  



2. Manuscript to be submitted to Teaching Exceptional Children, a premiere journal in the 

field of Special Education published specifically for teachers and administrators working 

with children with disabilities 

3. Summary report to submit to state policy makers and Directors of Special Education 

across New Jersey 

4. Research proposal to extend this work to assess the perspectives of general education 

teachers engaged in collaborative teaching in inclusive classroom settings.  

2) Role of Student and Mentor 

 For the eight weeks comprising the MUSE program, Gabrielle Minervini, the MUSE 

student, will be learn about the research process and produce scholarly outcomes from our pilot 

study. She will transcribe and analyze data from focus groups and pilot questionnaires. She will 

write a proposal presenting this data for the 2010 NJCEC conference, and work closely with her 

mentor (myself) in drafting a manuscript to be submitted to Teaching Exceptional Children in 

September 2010. She will apply these findings to improving our questionnaire and prepare this 

measure for widespread distribution in the September 2010. Lastly, she will take the lead in 

reviewing the literature on collaborative teaching and write a research proposal to extend this 

work to specifically consider the experiences of general education teachers co-teaching in 

inclusive settings.  

Throughout these student experiences, I will provide Gabrielle with feedback and 

guidance. During our frequent meetings, we will establish timelines, I will provide direct 

instruction on research methodologies, and we will engage in collaborative writing. As her 

mentor, I will expect Gabrielle to take the lead on analyzing and writing about this pilot data, 

however, I will actively support her throughout all of her engagements. I have gained valuable 

early mentorship experience through teaching interdisciplinary undergraduate courses, as well as 

Independent Study coursework at TCNJ. In the context of these Independent Studies, I have 

mentored students through the research process and linked these experiences to their professional 

development and continued scholarly activity. I also maintain an active research agenda, in 

which I am eager to involve student more directly (Please see the appended faculty CV for more 

information). I am actively engaged in the professional and academic experiences of TCNJ 

students after they leave this institution, making this MUSE project a good fit for me as a 

mentor. 

 It is particularly exciting to bring Gabrielle onto this project as a MUSE student. She 

brings the perspective of a general education major, and this project offers her the opportunity to 

learn about collaborative inclusive practices for children with disabilities. At the same time, 

Gabrielle will be able to provide us with feedback on how this information may be understood 

and applied by general education teachers. Gabrielle has a sincere interest in engaging in 

research and pursuing graduate studies. Being immersed in a pilot study will offer her the 

opportunity to understand the full research process and support her competitive entry into 

graduate programs and employment.  

3) Broader Impacts 

 As a pre-tenure faculty member at TCNJ, participation in the summer program will be a 

pivotal experience for me. As a first-time MUSE mentor, this program will offer me the 

opportunity to more fully engage in TCNJ’s teacher-scholar model and extend my mentorship 

abilities. For Gabrielle, this opportunity is vital towards gaining applied research experience that 

will shape her future trajectory in graduate study.  

 


